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Cane cutters
to raze hell
at Dalbeg
THEcaneknivesare
out inpreparation for
this year’sAustralian
HandCaneCutting
Championships.

After last year’s
hiatus, theworld’s only
exhibitionof traditional
caneharvestingwill
return to theBurdekin
thisweekend

Event co-ordinator
ShirleyDonnelly said
thechampionships saw
thebest canecutters
fromaroundAustralia
vie for theGeorge
Eathornmemorial
trophy.

‘‘Thereare several
categories ranging from
under-35s to theopen
championship,’’ she
said.

‘‘It’s alwayshighly
competitive ineach
categoryandweexpect
the samethis year.’’

MrsDonnelly said
competitors cut three
rows, ordrills, of cane
and laya fourthon top
of the ‘bunch’.

While speedwas
important,Mrs
Donnelly said the
cutterneeded tokeep
thecaneneat.

‘‘The finalists cancut
thedrillswithin12
minutes—but it’sno
goodbeingquick if the
bunch isall tangledup,’’
she said.

Thechampionships
run from10am-4pm,
Sunday, July 20, at the
Donnelly’s farm in
Dalbeg, andwill also
includeentertainment,
jumpingcastle,
barbecueand tug-of-
war competition.

— ANDREW STRUTTON

Burdekin to
hold march
against crime
THEAyrcommunity
havegoneastep
further in their fight
against crimeby
appointinganaction
groupandstarting
preparations fora
peacefulmarch.

Weeklypublic
meetingshavebeen
held inAyrover the
past sixweeksdue to
concernover the level
of violenceand theft in
thecommunity.

Presidentof the
BurdekinCommunity
ActionGroupAgainst
CrimeKelBunyansaid
thedemonstration
aimed toencourage
residents to speakout
aboutunreported
crime.

‘‘Themarch is to
makepeopleawareof
thecrimes committed
in thecommunityand
tobringattention to the
laws thatneed tobe
changed to stop these
lawlesspeople
reoffending,’’ he said.

‘‘Thisgroupof lawless
people seemtostill be
intimidating the
communityandwe’ve
hadreports of incidents
in shoppingcentresand
downthestreet.’’

MrBunyansaidhe
believed themeetings
werewidely supported.

‘‘Therearepeople too
scared toput theirhand
upandsay theyare
being intimidatedand
wewant to change
that,’’ he said.

Thedemonstration
will beheldat 4.30pm
nextFridayfromAnzac
ParkalongQueenSt.

MEDICINAL . . . camp director Tim Marchinton, Dylan Morris, 12, from Cairns and regional support officer Filiz
Mortimer at the Cystic Fibrosis Camp held at The Station

Siblings find
laughter best
medicine
LAUGHTERwas thebest
medicine foragroupofNorth
Queenslandkids livingwith
CysticFibrosis.

Thecampwasnot for the
kidswhoactually suffer from
thediseasebut for their
brothersandsisterswho
oftenget left outdue to their
sibling’s illness.

Twelve-year-oldDylan
Morriswasat thecampto
have funwithkids likehim.

‘‘I’vegota sister,Megan,
she’s 14, andshe’s got (Cystic
Fibrosis),’’Dylansaid. ‘‘Mum
andDadhave to spend time
withherandsheusuallygoes
intohospital often.’’

Dylansaid thecampwas
funbutalsohelpedhim learn
moreabout cystic fibrosis.

‘‘At campweplaygames, do
activities, there’s campfire
and talks,’’ he said.

‘‘Butwe findouta littlebit
moreabout cystic fibrosis.

‘‘There’s (a speaker) coming
inon the lastday to talk
abouthowpeoplegetCF.’’

Tenkidsaged fromsix to 12
campedatTheStationat the
weekend.

PurpleSoup,whichruns
camps forCysticFibrosis
Queensland (CFQ),
organised thecamp. Itwas
the first regional campfor
CFQ.

‘‘Often familiesare caught
up in theday-to-day regime
ofCysticFibrosis,which
sometimesmeans siblings
feel theymissouton things,’’
PurpleSoupdirectorTim
Marchintonsaid.

‘‘MumandDadhave to
lookafterall those things,
includinghospitalisations
andmedications.’’

CFQregional support
officerFilizMortimer said it
gave thebrothersandsisters
somerespite.

‘‘CysticFibrosis is a chronic
disease, babiesarebornwith
it,’’MsMortimer said.

‘‘Themajoraffect is on the
lungs, butotherorgans in the
body too.Theapproximate
ageof survival at themoment
is about 38.’’

Gem lovers
to rock out
TOWNSVILLE’Sgem
andmineral
enthusiastsareout to
rockyourworldat this
year’s annual gemshow
ontheweekend.

More than1000people
areexpected tovisit the
showat theTownsville
GemandMineralClub
onMooneySt,Gulliver,
where thosewho
treasureeverything
rockswill showoff
preciousgems, stones,
jewelleryandrockart.

Showconvenor
ElethiaBradysaid rock
loversofall ageswould
have theopportunity to
learn theart of cutting
andpolishing rocks, dig
for treasureorbuya
stunningsapphire from
NorthQueensland’s
gemfields, topaz from
O’Brien’sCkandagate
fromAgateHill.

‘‘Weareencouraging
peoplewhoareactively
interested in lapidary
(stones),wirewrapping,
silversmithingor
faceting, to comealong
especially towatch
demonstrations
programmed
throughout the two
days,’’MrsBradysaid.

Theshowgoes from
at 9amto4pmon
Saturdayand from9am
to1pmSunday.

Residents fight
new powerline

By ANDREW STRUTTON

DEBATE has continued to

rage over the proposed con-

struct ion of Powerl ink

Queensland’s replacement

high-voltage powerline be-

tween Townsville and Ing-

ham.

On July 11 the project’s en-

vironmental consultants,

Natural Solutions, received 34

submissions about the draft

Environmental Impact State-

ment (EIS) from landowners,

stakeholders and community

members.

Balgal Beach resident Norm

Turton said he lodged a sub-

mission and was hopeful the

Rollingstone community had

done enough lobbying to con-

vince Powerlink to adopt an-

other route.

Mr Turton said Powerlink

had altered the powerline’s

course to bypass Bluewater by

going inland, but claimed costs

had deterred them from doing

the samearoundRollingstone.

‘‘They’ve gone around Blue-
water and that’s great for the
people there, but what about
us?" he said.

‘‘There are alternative
routes they could take to avoid
Rollingstone but they aren’t
considered cost-effective.’’

Mr Turton said health
issues and lost acreage were
highonhis list of concerns, be-
cause about one third of his
land would be taken up by the
proposed route.

‘‘Radiation from the towers
is aworry for uswhether there
is scientific evidence or not,"
he said.

‘‘It makes you wonder when
they won’t they put them
(towers) next to a sports field
or a community hall but are
happy to put one beside some-
one’s house.

‘‘Add to that I lose 5+ hec-
tares and all I gain is a free
power pole."
Mr Turton said he under-

stood the project needed to go
ahead to secureNorthandFar
North Queensland’s elec-
tricity supply, but didnotwant
to be disadvantaged because
of fiscal reasons.

‘‘Nobody’s complaining
about the upgrade. It’s prog-
ress," he said.

‘‘We just don’t want to be
disadvantaged because an
alternative route will cost
more for Powerlink."
Powerlink Queensland’s

chief operating officer Simon
Bartlett said all submissions
would be considered and no fi-
nal decision would be made
about the precise location of
the replacement line until the
Environmental Impact As-
sessment had been completed.

Mr Bartlett said Powerlink
paid compensation for new
easements in accordance with
the Acquisition of Land Act
1967, and that all landowners
were encouraged to seek inde-
pendent valuation and legal
advice during compensation
negotiations.

Construction of the replace-
ment transmission line is ex-
pected to begin in late 2008.
For further information about
t h e p r o j e c t v i s i t
www.powerlink.com.au or call
1800 635 369.


